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) SARAH serves as an assistant pastor at
g" Shokei Baptist Church in Sendai, Japan,

, working in partnership with the Japan
= Baptist Union. She contributes to the

?0'
: church'’s ministries through preaching,

o ’ teaching, and community outreach with

a particular emphasis on evangelism
through English-language programming.
Her ministry focuses on building relationships with children, youth, and families within
the church and community. Additionally, Sarah supports student ministry activities

and outreach at several local Christian schools, including assisting with religion clubs,
Christian fellowship groups, and English-language programs.

EMAIL: smccloy@internationalministries.org
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@ MINISTRY STORY

Every Tuesday at Shokei Gakuin High
School, a small group of students gather
during lunch. These students are all part
of the high school's religion club. Together
we eat our bento lunches and talk about
our week—tests, clubs, and whatever

has been on their minds. As we finish
eating, the conversation shifts to a short
devotional study where we read Scripture
and talk through key points together. On
days when we have a little extra time, we
wrap up with a quick game, often one |
bring from my English classes, before
everyone hurries off to afternoon lessons.

It might seem like a small, ordinary
moment—just a handful of high school
students giving up their lunchbreak to
learn more about Jesus. But in Japan, this
simple gathering is something uncommon
and deeply encouraging. Less than one
percent of students nationwide identify as
Christian, a reflection of Japan’s broader
religious landscape. For young people,
choosing to follow Jesus can feel lonely
and, at times, socially challenging. Many
want to blend in, and faith can make them
stand out.

And yet, week after week, these students
come. They open their Bibles, share

their hearts, ask honest questions, and
encourage one another. Their quiet
courage shines in a place where Christian
community is rare—and it is a joy and
privilege to walk alongside them.

Children participating in the weekly kids program
at Shokei Baptist Church.

PRAYER REQUESTS

Pray for the next generation in Japan to
rise up as faithful believers and future
leaders for Christ.

Pray that God would use everyday
relationships and outreach to draw people
to the hope of the gospel.

Pray for God’s wisdom, protection, and
sustaining grace over Shokei Baptist
Church leadership.

Pray that God would send more workers
to Japan.

SCRIPTURE

“Then he said to his disciples, ‘The harvest
is plentiful but the workers are few. Ask
the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send
out workers into his harvest field.”

Matthew 9:37-38 (NIV)
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