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o LOCATION a ABOUT
Iberoamerica and the Caribbean

w RICARDO is a regional consultant
/ who accompanies the members of the
Continental Christian Network for Peace,
whose Spanish acronym is RECONPAZ,
in theological-pastoral formation. Among
RECONPAZ's goals are to protect human
rights and integral ecology, to investigate

and denounce those who originate
violence beyond their borders, to educate and inspire the defense of life, to advocate
for the use of arts and social media to denounce violence, and to move churches and
believers to defend human rights and integral ecology. Based in Guatemala, where he
works closely with the Ecumenical Christian Council of Guatemala, Ricardo promotes
RECONPAZ's goals for peace and justice throughout the continent and works with
International Ministries’ partners whose goals and ideals align with the Continental
Christian Network for Peace.

SCAN ME EMAIL: ricardo.mayol@internationalministries.org
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Héctor Virgilio Castafieda Midence gives
his teaching.

@ MINISTRY STORY

Thank you for allowing the Spirit of the
Lord to proclaim good news to the poor,
to proclaim freedom, to set the oppressed
free (Luke 4:18). You are with RECONPAZ
during this time as we walk together for
justice and peace, accompanying and
sheltering communities that protect God's
creation in eight countries throughout our
continent: Mexico, Guatemala, El Salvador,
Honduras, Ecuador, Colombia, Dominican
Republic and Puerto Rico.

You go with us to territories with organized
communities defending their land, as we
accompany them with workshops, or when
we gather national or continental leaders
of these communities to teach courses,
coordinate their work and carry out public
prayers. We pilgrim with them as they
raise their voice to denounce violations of
rights and of God's creation.

We share stories of struggle and
resistance of women leaders from
Colombia, El Salvador, Honduras,
Guatemala, and Mexico, who are fulfilling
the responsibility of taking care of God's
creation despite everything.

These women were taught to be

small because they were women; they
experienced abuse many times. As
survivors, they learned to be rebels,

to recognize abuse and violence as
patriarchal forms of domination of
people and peoples. They learned that
the extractive companies that came to
their towns did not bring good intentions,
but more abuse and violence. They

soon recognized dispossession or the
companies’ greedy intentions. They were
brave and strong to start the resistance
and to do it in community.

PRAYER REQUESTS

Ask the Lord that the vitality of the youth
committed to the defense of creation
will rejuvenate the Christian Ecumenical
Council of Guatemala.

Pray that the processes of ethical
education, from the communities that
resist, prepare a conscious youth
leadership with intervention capabilities in
the social sphere of society.

Raise your voice to the Creator so that
many join with communities in recovering
ancestral lands and territories organized
against extractive companies, to demand
that the rights of people and nature be
respected.

SCRIPTURE

“The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because
he has anointed me to proclaim good news
to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim
freedom, ... to set the oppressed free....”

Luke 4:18-19 (NIV)
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