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Where Hardship and Hope Meet:

A Reflection from Our Executive
Director / CEQO
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Some of the most powerful moments in ministry
happen where hardship and hope meet. The opening
verses of Isaiah 61 are a remarkable example. Isaiah
wrote to people who had experienced loss and
devastation and their future seemed uncertain. Yet
God delivered a message of good news and hope:
“They will rebuild the ancient ruins and restore the

places long devastated; they will renew the ruined
cities that have been devastated for generations.”

This picture of God's restorative work is at the heart of IM's
mission. Around the world, global servants and ministry
partners are helping to rebuild, restore and renew lives and
communities in Christ’s name.

The ministry of Anita and Rick Gutierrez offers us a beautiful
example. As family physicians serving in South Africa, their
work is deeply rooted in education and healing. They train local
women and men to become health builders. Health builders
address lifestyle-related diseases in their own communities,
expanding access to much-needed preventative care. Through
innovative videos, health screenings, and practical assessments,
they equip people with knowledge and tools that continue
making an impact long after a training ends.

Yet their ministry extends beyond physical health. Anita and
Rick understand that restoration is holistic. Today, their ministry
also includes training health builders in gardening, fruit tree
propagation and poultry-raising skills. They foster relationships
through Bible studies and community projects. Through this
integrated approach, people experience improved nutrition,
economic opportunities, and spiritual growth.

This kind of transformation echoes the promises in Isaiah.
With the leading of God's Spirit, Anita and Rick are rebuilding
capacity in local communities, restoring access to healthy
foods and renewing lives through practical and spiritual care.

Throughout these resources, you'll encounter stories and
biblical reflections that remind us that God's mission is
not abstract. God is at work through global servants and
IM partners as they educate, heal and restore lives in the
communities they serve.

Rev. Dr. Sharon T.Koh
Executive Director / CEO

And it is your prayers, financial support and encouragement
that make it possible for global servants like the Gutierrezes to
remain faithfully present with the people they serve. Thank you
for being part of this work!

This World Mission Offering, | invite you to celebrate what
God is doing around the world by giving generously and join
us in God’s mission to rebuild, restore and renew.
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They will rebuild the ancient ruins and
restore the places long devastated;

they will Yeénew the ruined cities that
have been devastated for generations.

ISAIAH 61:4

What is the

World Mission Oftering?

Each year through International Ministries’ World
Mission Offering, thousands of churches and
individuals come together to promote and support
ministries that God is using to transform the world.
We want you to join in, too!

Many of our partner churches will dedicate time in September
and October to use our free World Mission Offering
promotional resources (available in print and through www.
worldmissionoffering.org) to make it easy to share stories of
God at work through global mission. Some churches will take
a one-time offering for world mission during this time, and
many others make monthly recurring gifts to the WMO.

Here is how one pastor described his church’s involvement in
the WMO: “God allows us to participate in what he is doing,
which blesses our church and inspires us to get involved in
our own mission activities where we live and beyond”

Join with us, as we work cross-culturally to invite people
to become disciples of Jesus Christ and to proclaim,
through both word and deed, God’s reign of justice,
peace, and abundant life for all creation.

HOW ARE WMO GIFTS USED?

WMO gifts are used for mission program support
(global servants, international partners, and other
ministry supports), for administrative support, and
for development costs.

WHAT ABOUT MY GIFTS TO SPECIFIC
GLOBAL SERVANTS?

All personalized global servant support is targeted for
the global servants and keeps them in their ministries.

WHAT ELSE WILL MY WMO GIFTS DO?

As the body of Christ, we respond together to the
needs around the world—when everyone contributes,
no one group carries the full burden of expense. IM
does not ask global servants to raise all of the funds
they need but comes alongside them in financial
support as well as in ministry. When personalized
funding falls short, WMO difts fill the gap and keep
global servants in their country of service. WMO gifts
support global servants with training and pastoral care,
enable us to address crises when they arise, and so
much more. Giving to the WMO is the best way to
make sure that you support all of IM's ministries.

Questions? Email wmo@internationalministries.org
or call 610-768-2208 to speak with someone on
our development team.




LESSON
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Sunday School
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MAIN THEME:

God sees beauty, gifts and hope in people and places all around
the world! Sometimes we only see problems, but God can see what
can grow from difficulties. Global servants join in God’s work by
helping people learn and by bringing healing to those who are
sick. They use the gifts God has given them to show love to others.
You can be a part of that too!

OBJECTS NEEDED

Hold up an acorn (or show a picture). Ask, “What do you see?”
Allow for answers, but bring attention to how small it is and how ordinary it looks.
Have them hold it in their hand.

Now show a picture of a large oak tree. Ask, “What do you see now?”
Emphasize how the giant tree started as a tiny acorn. When we look at an acorn
or hold it in our hand, we might only see something small. But God can already
see the big, strong tree that will grow from it.

* Pictures of Anita and Rick Gutierrez or other IM global
servants that your church supports (IM's downloadable
prayer cards are a great resource for this)

* Pictures of the global servants “in action” serving
different people and communities.
* Picture of an acorn or flower seed. (Or a real one!)

Talk about how life can be like that, too. We might see problems or can be sad or ~ ° Picture of a large oak tree or a beautiful flower.

disappointed. But God is really great at seeing what is inside of us—like gifts, and
strengths—that can grow and help us to overcome difficult times.

* Optional: A map to show the location of missionaries

Read Isaiah 61:1-4: When Isaiah wrote these words, God'’s people were feeling discouraged. Their city had been ruined. They felt sad
and hopeless. But God gave them a promise. God said that He would bring comfort instead of sadness, joy instead of sorrow, and hope
instead of despair. It says that God's people would become great trees that show God's goodness (International Children’s Bible)!

Just like God sees a mighty tree in a tiny acorn, God saw hope and a good future for His people when others only saw hard times.

God wants to give us hope! Ask, “Can you think of Bible stories where God brought hope to people in hard times?”
Possible answers could be: God providing manna and water in the desert, David defeating Goliath, Jesus healing the sick or feeding the
hungry crowds, Jesus raising Lazarus, and Jesus forgiving our sins.

Explain: Over and over, God saw hope and possibilities where other people saw hardship.

Show the picture of Global Servants Anita and Rick Gutierrez. Just like those stories from the Bible, God brings hope to us and to
others around the world. Let me tell you about some people serving God in another part of the world.

Anita and Rick Gutierrez serve in South Africa (show map). They are doctors who help people learn how to be healthy and care for their
families. They also teach people new skills in farming so that they can have a better, healthier future.

They do more than just treat illness and teach skills. They look for the gifts and abilities God has already placed inside people. Just as God
sees a tree inside an acorn, Anita and Rick look for the potential God has placed inside each person.

Ask, “What are some gifts or abilities God gives people?”
Guide answers to things like kindness, helping, music, leadership, farming, building, creativity, etc.

Show the pictures of global servants working/serving people. Global servants like Anita and Rick use their own gifts to help
others. But they also help others discover and use the gifts God has given them! For example, Anita and Rick teach people about health.
Then those people go out and teach their family members and others in their own community!

This is how God's work of hope keeps growing. Around the world, people use their gifts in different ways. Some people use their gifts to
teach. Some grow food. Some care for the sick. Some build things. Some lead churches.

But no matter what, God uses all kinds of people in all kinds of places to bring hope.
Bring it together: Remember the acorn? God saw a mighty tree.
Remember God's people in Isaiah? God saw hope and healing?

And Anita and Rick? They use the gifts God has given them to help others learn and grow. They help people discover the gifts God has
already planted inside them, too.

And God sees those same possibilities in you.

Ask, “What gift has God given you that could help someone else?”
Allow the kids to answer and affirm responses as amazing possibilities.

Just like an acorn becomes a mighty oak tree, God can use the gifts he has given you in amazing ways. And just like Anita and Rick, God
may one day invite you to use those gifts to serve people in another part of the world!

CLOSING PRAYER

Lord, thank you for seeing hope and possibility in everﬁ person and every place. Help us to see others the way you do. Thank

you for the gifts you have planted in each of us. Help t

ose gifts grow so we can be trees of goodness that share your love with

others. Thank you for global servants who are helping people learn, heal and grow around the world. Give them strength and joy
as they serve. Amen.

Biblical :
Reflections

1 BEAUTY FROM ASHES:

EDUCATE

Isaiah 61:1-4 invites us to see the tender heart of God for a
wounded world. The prophet speaks of the One anointed by
the Spirit, sent to bring good news to the poor, bind up the
brokenhearted, proclaim liberty to captives, and comfort those
who mourn.

These are not distant words. They reveal the character of God:
merciful, attentive, and compassionate. As Christians, we hear
in this passage the voice and mission of Jesus, who came near
to the hurting and offered healing, dignity, and hope.

Education is one of the many ways God brings this kind of
restoration to people and communities. International Ministries’
global servants and ministry partners equip people all over the
world with knowledge and skills. Yet, education is not simply
the transfer of information or methods; it is an investment

in people whose hearts are being shaped by the love and
compassion of Christ. When leaders are trained to listen
well, serve humbly, pray faithfully, and respond wisely, they
become vessels of God's grace to their congregations and
communities alike.

This vision is at the heart of the Master of Theological Studies
Latino/a degree program, which trains leaders throughout
Latin America and the Caribbean. For the last 10 years, IM
has collaborated with Palmer Seminary to provide an online
program, fully taught in Spanish, and financially affordable
and accessible to ministry partners in their own countries.
Students receive holistic training that equips them to address
the spiritual, emotional and social needs of their own communities.

Through the Talita Cumi Girls’ Club, we see that education

is not limited to formal classrooms or degree programs.
Here, faithful mentors invest in young girls as they disciple,
encourage, and guide. Many girls come carrying hidden pain.
Through Scripture, friendship, and compassionate care, girls
begin to discover that they are deeply loved by God. Little by
little, ashes give way to beauty, mourning gives way to comfort,
and fear gives way to hope. This is the restorative work of God.

We see this same holistic, restorative vision at work in South
Africa through the ministry of Global Servants Anita and Rick
Gutierrez. Drawing on their background in family medicine,

they train local “health builders” who address lifestyle-related

Written by Adalia Gutiérrez Lee, Area Director
for Iberoamerica and the Caribbean

diseases out in their own communities. Health builders also
receive education in nutrition, gardening, poultry-raising skills,
and fruit tree propagation. Equipped with practical knowledge
and a desire to serve others, they are able to teach others.
This creates new opportunities for healthier families and
stronger communities.

Isaiah reminds us that those whom God restores will rebuild
what has been broken. Through education, leaders, mentors,
young girls, and health builders are nurtured, equipped and
empowered to become a blessing for others.

May God continue to minister to and through each of us,
creating a ripple effect of restoration from one life and one
generation to the next.




Biblical

Reflections

2 BEAUTY FROM ASHES:

HEAL

Isaiah 61:1, CEV reads: “The Spirit of the LORD God has
taken control of me! The LORD has chosen and sent me to tell
the oppressed the good news, to heal the brokenhearted, and
to announce freedom for prisoners and captives.”

For most of my adult life, | interpreted “heal the brokenhearted”
as emotional comfort for those who are sad or mourning.
However, hearing the stories of our brothers and sisters

in South Asia has opened my eyes to a richer meaning. In
places where medical care is unavailable or economically
inaccessible, serious illnesses are heartbreaking and tragic.
Simple infections can become deadly.

This was also the situation in the time of Jesus. In the Gospels,
Jesus heals many. Most were common people, like daily
laborers or farmers, who would not have been able to afford
doctors. Luke writes, “After the sun had set, people with all
kinds of diseases were brought to Jesus. He put his hands on
each one of them and healed them” (4:40). We perceive them
as crowds, but each person had an identity and a story.

Luke does not share these details, but we can imagine
them: a man no longer able to work in the fields; a woman
unable to care for her children; an only son who represented
hope for his parents and their future. Their ilinesses had a
heartbreaking impact on their families. Jesus healed all of
them with a touch, restoring them to community, to family
and to life.

Today, IM partners and global servants continue the healing
ministry of Jesus. Anita and Rick Gutierrez train and equip
“health builders” in South Africa. They combat lifestyle-related
diseases like HIV/AIDS, high blood pressure, heart and
artery disease, diabetes, and malaria. In South Asia, doctors
and nurses set up medical clinics to provide care in remote
areas. Many locations are a day’s walk, or more, from the
nearest hospital. Christians pray for healing in Jesus’ name
and rejoice as they see neighbors restored from the verge of
death to strength and vitality. In places hostile to Christianity,
pastors have been arrested for praying like this. But in faith,
they continue to do so.

Written by Members of IM's Global Mission Team

Emotional and psychological healing are also key parts of the
ministry of IM global servants and partners. Kit Ripley serves
with Cornerstone Counseling Foundation. She provides
clinical mental health counseling and art therapy for Thai and
tribal survivors of trauma. Mylinda Baits works with servant
leaders and those who do the hard work of rescue, relief, and
restoration. She creates spaces where they can be nurtured
and renewed.

The healing work of Jesus continues through IM global
servants, partners, and volunteers. Their work is giving people
a future with hope and healing the brokenhearted. From the
ashes of emotional, psychological, and physical illness, lives
are changed, and beautiful new lives spring forth.

3 BEAUTY FROM ASHES:

RESTORE

Read Isaiah 61:1-4.

We recognize these words from the prophet Isaiah as those
read by Jesus in the synagogue in Nazareth, early in his
ministry. It was this passage that Jesus declared to be his
mission statement. Restoration is the work of the kingdom of
God. When the Spirit of God is at work, we see restoration. It
can be through the work of healing or liberation, or in ministry
to individuals or with communities.

Ultimately, Jesus comes not just to restore things to the way
they were, but to how they were created to be. On the day of
Pentecost, the Holy Spirit was poured out on the church. As
followers of Christ in all generations since, we are called and
empowered to follow Jesus into his mission of restoration.

Written by Rev. Shawn Zambrows, First Baptist
Church of Redlands, CA

Throughout the history of global mission, we've heard
countless stories of people in hopeless situations. Yet they
have experienced the kind of liberation and healing that leads
to restoration of life, dignity, agency and influence.

This restoration takes many forms: a victim of human trafficking
finding freedom and livelihood; a community using sustainable
farming to improve the physical and economic health of all who
live there; or raising up leaders who share the Good News of
Jesus Christ, establishing church communities and making an
impact on lives and neighborhoods around the world.

Restoration can involve entering into places of conflict to train
others to work together for lasting peace—even among people
who have hated one another for generations. Or it may include
helping displaced individuals and families build new homes
and thrive after being forced to leave their homeland due to
danger, violence, war or destruction.

In all these ways and more, we have seen God at work
through the people of IM and international partners. They
are pursuing the work of restoration found in the mission
of Jesus Christ. It is particularly evident that this work of
restoration is of the Holy Spirit—we see it through the joy in
the lives of those involved in the most seemingly hopeless
work. It is evident in their work's creativity and innovation,
and it is evident in the changed lives and communities.

God's work of restoration will continue through generations as
restored people become those who do the work of restoration.



Questions

For Biblical Reflection

EDUCATE

1

Isaiah 61 reflects God's promises for restoration.

Often, God uses people—teachers, mentors,
pastors, even friends and family—to help bring
that restoration into the lives of others.

Who has God used to encourage your growth and

faith? How has their investment shaped your life and
reflected God'’s restoring work?

Education is more than a transfer of knowledge.

It is one way God equips people to serve

others and participate in the work of restoration.

The people serving in the highlighted ministries
train leaders, mentor young girls and equip
health builders, so they can then go out and
strengthen their communities.

What knowledge, skills, experiences or gifts has God
given you that could encourage or equip others?
Where might God be inviting you to invest in
someone else’s growth?

Isaiah reminds us that those whom God
restores will help rebuild what has been
broken. Through education, mentoring, and
discipleship, people are equipped to bring
hope and healing to future generations.

What unique role does education play in making
transformation sustainable and generational? Where
do you see a need for restoration in your community,
church, or relationships, and how might God be calling
you to participate in the work of restoration in that area?

VIDEO:
Learn more about how the Health

Builders program educates community
members in South Africa.

Written by young adults from across
our American Baptist family.

HEAL

1

Isaiah 61 speaks of healing the brokenhearted.
Many people think of brokenheartedness as

emotional pain like sadness or grief, but it can

also be the result of physical iliness, trauma,

and suffering.

How does this broader understanding of "the
brokenhearted" change the way you read Isaiah
61? What kinds of brokenness do you think God is
especially calling the Church to notice and respond
to today?

In Luke 4:40, people with all kinds of diseases
came to Jesus for healing. Although Luke
describes a crowd, each person had a unique
story, struggle, and hope for the future. Jesus
responded with compassion, caring for the
whole person and restoring them to family,
community, and life.

How does Jesus' example challenge the way you see
those who are hurting? Think of someone in your life
who may be carrying a hidden burden. How might God
be inviting you to offer compassion, encouragement,
practical support, or prayer?

God's mission from Isaiah 61 is to bring
good news, freedom, and healing to the
brokenhearted. IM global servants and partners
continue the healing ministry of Jesus through
medical care, trauma recovery, community
health training and faithful prayer.

Where do you see God bringing healing and restoration
in your church, community, or in the world today?
Who are the people in your life engaged in this kind of
healing work, and how can you support, encourage,
and pray for them?

RESTORE

1

In Leviticus 25, God instructed Israel to
observe a Year of Jubilee, also known as the
Year of the Lord’s Favor, every 50 years. It was
a year to rest the land, forgive debt, and liberate
the slaves. Isaiah 61 points to a future fulfillment
of these promises, and in Luke 4:16-21, Jesus
declares that he is the one who will fulfill them.

How did Jesus demonstrate restoration, and where do
you see themes of rest, forgiveness and liberation in his
ministry? How do these themes connect to the ministry
or role God has called you into?

Throughout his ministry, he sought out those
whom society had cast aside, restoring them
physically and spiritually. This is the same work
the Holy Spirit continues to do through global
servants. It is also what the Spirit is calling
you to do.

As you look around your life, who is the Holy Spirit
calling to you to come alongside and minister to?
Where is the Lord trying to use you, but you have been
hesitant to respond?

Isaiah 61 was a message of hope for the
Israelites returning from captivity to a city

in ruins. God promised that he was not done
with them, nor had he forgotten them. It was
a promise of restoration. Before we enter the
work of restoration, let's examine our own hearts.

What part of your life do you need to let the Holy
Spirit restore? Is there a sin, broken relationship,
wound, or place of weariness? Take a moment to ask
God to reveal what needs to be restored in your life.
Be reminded that it is the same God who promised
restoration to Israel and fulfilled it in Jesus, who is
faithful to restore you as well.



Prayer

Calendar 2026

WEEK 1 )

IBEROAMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN

By Adalia Gutiérrez Lee, Area Director
God of love and mercy,

In these times of great uncertainty, we continue affirming
the hope that compels us to keep preaching—through both
deeds and words—in all the countries of Latin America, where
dispossession, injustice and fear prevail.

We pray for every leader currently preparing through the Master
of Theological Studies Latino/a program. May you provide the

means for them to finish their training. We pray for the girls

and their mentors in the Talita Cumi Clubs. May you guide their

steps along the path of life. And we pray for the indigenous
communities where RECONPAZ supports those who safeguard
your creation, so that together we may learn to care for it.

Amen.

Global Servants in Iberoamerica and the Caribbean

Luis & Sarah Matos
Debbie & Keith Myers

Kihomi Ngwemi & Nzunga
Mabudiga

David Parajon

Ketly & Vital Pierre
Stacy & Tim Reese
Brian & Lynette Smith
Corenne & Philip Smith
Jae Stockton

Ruth Vindas

Dilia Zelaya

Barbara & Dwight Bolick

Carlos Bonilla & Mayra
Giovanetti

Felicita Burgos-Hernandez

Deliris Carrion-Joseph &
Moise Joseph

Marci Carvalho
Waleska Febres

Mercy Gonzalez-Barnes
Eliberto & Molly Juarez
Christine Lafferty

Maria Angélica Mainecul

WEEK 2 J

AFRICA
By Karen R. Smith, Area Director

Loving God,

We lift up our IM global servants and our partners in Africa
before your throne of grace. For our medical ministries, we pray
that people would be healed in body, mind and spirit. We ask
that adequate equipment and medical supplies be secured and
provided and that health would flourish through the provision of
care, education and economic livelihood.

We pray your mercy over the people of East Africa as they face
another outbreak of Ebola. As our partners address gender-
based violence and all forms of exploitation for both women and
men, we pray that you would preserve them in the midst of

entrenched challenges. We pray that all forms of violence would end.

And lastly, we pray for all ministries of discipleship to continue,
take root and bear fruit that will last for your kingdom.

Amen.

Global Servants in Africa

Ann & Bill Clemmer

Anita & Rick Gutierrez
Boaz Keibarak

Christina & Lance Muteyo

Katherine & Wayne Niles
Kathy & Tim Rice
Faye Carol Yarbrough

WEEK 3

EUROPE, THE MIDDLE EAST
AND NORTH AFRICA

By Julie Justus Williams, Area Director
Lord of all,

We thank you for the global servants and ministry partners
serving in Europe, the Middle East and North Africa. We pray for
your peace, provision and protection throughout this wide and
diverse region. We cry out for your children who are displaced,
hungry, and discouraged. We pray for those suffering from
mental health crises and for all those made in your image who
have yet to hear your name. May you continue to raise up new
followers and encourage those who serve you.

Help these gifted global servants and ministry partners be the
hands and feet of Christ. May they see you in everyone they
encounter as they show your love. In Christ's name we pray.

Amen.

Global Servants in Europe, the Middle East
and North Africa

Melanie Baggao

Hermalinda &
Jorge Damasceno

Laura & Rich Freeman

Amanda & Jon Good
Nora & Pieter Kalkman
Becky & Larry Stanton

WEEK 4 J

EAST AND SOUTH ASIA
By IM's Global Mission Team

Lord,

Thank you for your grace and your goodness poured out
upon the people of East and South Asia. We lift to you the
global servants, special assistants and volunteers who serve
in this region. Please strengthen them with good health and
an awareness of your presence with them. We remember
our ministry partners who are reflecting your love and light in
situations that are challenging economically, politically and
environmentally. Guide them with your wisdom as they serve
you faithfully.

Increase unity and teamwork within and among our partner
organizations. Help us to be open to the guidance of your

Spirit and be surrendered to your will. In the name of Jesus
Christ, we pray.

Amen.

Global Servants in East and South Asia

Lanutemjen Jamir & Alemla Ao
Katie & Taku
David Sagar

WEEK 5 )

SOUTHEAST ASIA AND JAPAN
By Kyle Witmer, Area Director

Lord,

Thank you for your grace and your goodness poured out
upon the people of East and South Asia. We lift to you the
global servants, special assistants and volunteers who serve
in this region. Please strengthen them with good health and
an awareness of your presence with them. We remember
our ministry partners who are reflecting your love and light in
situations that are challenging economically, politically and
environmentally. Guide them with your wisdom as they serve
you faithfully.

Increase unity and teamwork within and among our partner
organizations. Help us to be open to the guidance of your
Spirit and be surrendered to your will. In the name of Jesus
Christ, we pray.

Amen.

Global Servants in Southeast Asia and Japan

Sarah McCloy

Jonathan & Thelma Nambu
Kit Ripley

Paul & Queenie Rollet
Shigemi Tomita

Aaron & AmyEstelle Trout
Katrina & Kyle Williams

Aphiwan & Scott Coats
Annie & Jeff Dieselberg
Joel & Trish Hoefle-Magall
Gordon & Lee Ann Hwang
Alise & Mark Juanes

Eric & Yuree Lembke
Becky Mann

Lori & Matt Mann

WEEK 6 J

GLOBAL CONSULTANTS AND COORDINATORS
By IM's Global Mission Team

Lord,

We pray for the global consultants and global coordinators who
faithfully serve all over the world. Give them wisdom as they
encourage and equip others for your work. Strengthen them
when challenges arise in the different cultures, ministries and
communities they encounter. Renew them with your presence
and fill them with your peace and hope, so that they can, in turn,
pour it out to those they serve.

Through their leadership, may the lives of others be transformed
and the reach of the gospel be expanded. We pray this in Jesus’
mighty name.

Amen.

Global Consultants and Coordinators

Mylinda Baits David & Joyce Reed
Lauran Bethell Rhonda Reed

Kristy Engel Ray Schellinger

Mike Mann Jeanine & Walt White

Rodney Ragwan Debby Witmer

WEEK 7

MISSIONARY KIDS (MKS)
By Debby Witmer, Global Coordinator for Missionary Kid and Family Care

Loving God,

May each MK know the depth of your love for them and grow
deeper into it every day. Give them insight into who you are
and who they are, and may this understanding change them
to be more like you. Help MKs to see the difference between
good and bad. With your help, may they always choose good
and stand firm against the forces of evil. Make them pure and
blameless in your righteousness, producing spiritual fruit.
Strengthen them with your glorious power to be able to endure
hard things, and may your peace rule in their lives.

We pray that you establish yourself in each MK's heart and
accomplish your good work in them for your glory and their
well-being.

Amen.

WEEK 8

VOLUNTEERS & MISSION ENGAGEMENT

By Jeni Pedzinski, Mission Engagement Director

God of all people and places,

We thank you for inviting everyday believers to join you in
your work around the world. Stir hearts to say Yes to serve, to
learn, to give and to go. Call people of all ages into short-term
service, long-term commitments and faithful support. Give
them courage to take the next step, even when the path feels
uncertain. Prepare those you are calling and surround them with
communities who will pray, encourage and walk alongside them.

Isaiah 6:8 says, “Then | heard the voice of the Lord saying,
'Whom shall | send? And who will go for us?' And | said, ‘Here
am |. Send me!"" May we be people who are ready to say yes
to youl!

Amen.
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