


Were not our

hearts burning

LUKE 24:32

within us?

Sometimes, one of the most critical
ministries is the ministry of returning.
One important distinction about
International Ministries is that we prioritize
partnership. Our global servants go at the
invitation of international partners, and
many of you, our ministry partners, not
only go but go back. Our Lord Jesus
exemplifies this kind of dedication to
incarnational ministry.

One thing | notice in Luke 24 about the
road to Emmaus is that Jesus came
back. He was betrayed, crucified, and
then buried. After three days, news
spread about Jesus' resurrection. Was
Jesus really alive? Later, two downcast
disciples leave Jerusalem to return
home to Emmaus, talking with each
other as they try to understand what
happened to their beloved teacher.
When a stranger approaches them, they
invite him to walk with them and speak
about the scriptures. Although they
didn't recognize him then, Jesus had
returned and walked alongside them
the rest of the way home!

As | watched Mercy Gonzéalez-Barnes
teach a Master of Theological Studies
(MTS) class, | noticed that she knew
every student by name and story. | observed
Jae Stockton joyfully help the MTS

They said to each other, "Were not our hearts
burning within us while he was talking to us on
the road, while he was opening the scriptures to

to Simon!"

Luke 24:32-34

class, a primarily online program, with
technical assistance. Each student
was individually invested in by global
servants Mercy and Jae, who continue
to go back repeatedly.

Similarly, when Deliris Carrién-Joseph
faithfully returns each time to Deborah's
House, it shows the women and children
who seek refuge there that she cares
about their future and their wellbeing.
Every time Sarah McCurdy meets with
different partners in the region to develop
new projects, there is excitement,
motivation, and creativity that can only
be accredited to God.

When Ray Schellinger and Moise
Carrion-Joseph work with the migrant
communities, they are invested in
each individual person. They go back
repeatedly until they become a trusted
part of each person's life at every
shelter they return to.

These global servants' hearts burn
within them with God-given passion
for serving others and proclaiming the
gospel through word and deed. This
burning within their hearts is why they
go back.

By God's grace, IM has been able
to return to the same international

Rev. Dr. Sharon T. Koh

MDiv, MAT, DMin
Executive Director / CEO

us?" That same hour they got up and returned to
Jerusalem, and they found the eleven and their
companions gathered together. They were saying,
"The Lord has risen indeed, and he has appeared

partners for generations. While global
servants and church leadership face
change, that burning within their hearts
remains. Likewise, our investment in
God's mission remains unwavering.
God's faithfulness to continue using IM
to accomplish God's mission has not
changed, and we look forward to more
years of serving as the hands and feet
of Jesus.

Thank you for your partnership in making
it possible for our global servants to
not only go back but to stay. Thank you
for sending multiple short-term mission
teams back to the same places so they
may deepen their relationships. Thank
you, dear mission partners, for hosting
and supporting our global servants
whenever they are in your area. Lastly,
and most importantly, thank you for your
faithful prayers.

This World Mission Offering, | invite
you to participate in God's mission -
one where people commit to going
back and, when possible, commit to
staying. We hope the following pages
will ignite the same burning within your
hearts that happens when the Spirit of
God moves - opening our hearts to a fuller
understanding of God's kingdom mission
for it to be on earth as it is in heaven.
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Children's Sermon

MAIN THEME:
Were not our hearts burning within us?

SCRIPTURE:

Luke 24:32-35: They said to each other, “Were not our hearts burning
within us while he was talking to us on the road, while he was opening
the scriptures to us?” That same hour they got up and returned to
Jerusalem, and they found the eleven and their companions gathered
together. They were saying, “The Lord has risen indeed, and he has
appeared to Simon!” Then they told what had happened on the road
and how he had been made known to them in the breaking of the bread.

MAIN POINT

Jesus sets our hearts on fire for His word. Individual enthusiasm and passion are
not enough to keep the Christian faith alive or the church motivated for mission
service. The Holy Spirit must give us the passion and sustenance from God's word
each day for a lifetime of faith and service.

CHRIST-CENTERED CONCLUSION

Our faith and zeal for Christian service require sustenance. While personal
enthusiasm is vital, relying solely on ourselves will lead to spiritual burnout. Daily
reliance on God's Spirit and Word is essential to maintain the flame of faith in
our hearts and lives. The disciples walking with Jesus understood this truth. They
remarked, “Did not our hearts burn within us while Jesus was talking to us on the
road, while he was opening the Scriptures to us?” (v.32) They needed the Holy
Spirit to ignite them with passion (fire) and sustenance (salt) from God's word
daily, for a lifetime of faith and service.

CLOSING PRAYER

Heavenly Father, you ignite within us faith and fervor for your Son Jesus Christ. Fill
us daily with your Spirit and Word, empowering us to serve with strength and zeal
throughout our lives, in Jesus' name. Amen.

OBJECTS NEEDED

Self-strike matches / A candle / Table salt / A small bowl of water

LESSON

Show the children a match. Ask them to
watch what happens when you strike it.
[Strike the match. Remind the children
that only adults should light a match and
that playing with fire is unsafe.] Watch
as the match ignites and then dies out.
CAUTION: Be careful not to burn
yourself, others, or things around you.
Dispose of the used match in a small
bowl of water.

Ask the children, “What did you see?”
Allow children time to share.

Ask the children, “Did the match stay lit
for long?" Allow the children to answer.
Ask the children, “Why did the flame die
so quickly?" [Possible answer: It burned
through its fuel or resources quickly.]

Show the children the candle. Ask the
children, “What will happen if | strike
another match and transfer the flame to
the candle wick? Will the flame go out
quickly?” Strike a new match and light
the wick of the candle.

Ask the children, “What do you see?”
Allow children time to share.

Ask the children, “Will the flame stay
alive for longer?” Allow the children

to answer. [Possible answer: Yes. The
flame will burn the candle wick and will
last longer.]

Ask the children, “Will this flame die
out in the future?” Allow the children
time to share. [Possible answer: Yes.
Eventually, the fire or flame will burn up
the candle wick.]

Ask the children, “How can we make the
fire last longer in the candle?” Allow the
children time to share. [Possible answer:
We can sprinkle salt on the candle
to make it burn longer by slowing the
melting process of the wax.]



Bi bl ical ReerCtion by Rev. Dr. lvan E. Greuter

MAIN THEME:
Were not our hearts burning within us?

SCRIPTURE:
Luke 24:13-35

Personal zeal alone cannot sustain Christian faith

or motivate the church for mission. God gives and
sustains our enthusiasm and passion for mission service
through encounters with God's Word, Spirit, and Christian
fellowship.

Luke 24 tells us a story of two disciples returning home to a
village called Emmaus, about seven miles (or sixty stadia) from
Jerusalem. These disciples have just heard the joyful cries of
the first evangelists: Jesus is alive. Yet, despite the excitement
surrounding the news of Jesus' resurrection, they've started

their journey back to their homes. v. 34 - They were saying, 'The Lord has risen indeed, and
The disciples encounter Jesus on the road to Emmaus, but he has appeared to Simon!' The Emmaus disciples joined
they "were kept from recognizing him" (v.16). Jesus listens the fellowship by hearing the Good News preached.

to them explain the past few days' events: how Jesus was v. 35 - Then they told what had happened on the road, and
arrested and crucified, and followers were now saying Jesus how he had been made known to them in the breaking of
rose from the dead. Luke implies that these disciples heard the bread. The Emmaus disciples shared their testimony (first-
the Good News but struggled to believe God's Word was hand experiences) with the Risen Lord.

true. Jesus begins to enlighten them with scripture.

When the disciples reach their home, they urge Jesus to stay AS WE RECEIVE THE WORLD

with them. At the dinner table, Jesus then reveals his presence  MISSION OFFERING,

to them in verses 30-32: When he was at the table with

them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to Remember, God is alive and active in the world,
them. Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized as the Scriptures teach us.

him, and he vanished from their sight. They said to each

other, "Were not our hearts burning within us while he Rejoice that the Good News is changing the world

. . , for God's glory.
was talking to us on the road, while he was opening the oraods glory
scriptures to us?" Recall the enthusiasm and excitement the first time
Like many women and men in Jerusalem, the two disciples you heard the Good News.

experienced a close encounter with the Risen Lord and
believed the gospel message: Jesus is alive! Alive, even
when their eyes could not see him. God ignited the

Rededicate yourself to work with other Christians
as we support God's mission and global servants.

disciples' hearts with passion and enthusiasm for Jesus, and Our hearts burn within us as God gives and sustains our

the Gospel of Luke says the disciples immediately took action:  gnthusiasm and passion for mission service through God's

v. 33 - That same hour they got up and returned Word, Spirit, and Christian fellowship. God moves us to join in
to Jerusalem; and they found the eleven and their fellowship, share the Good News, and go and tell others about
companions gathered together. The Emmaus disciples did our experiences with the Risen Lord. Together, we can join
not stay home alone but immediately reunited with the first God's work of sharing the Good News that Jesus is alive
Christian fellowship. and continues to ignite our hearts today.

1 New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 the Division of Christian Education of the National
Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.



Sermon Starter

SCRIPTURE:
Luke 24:13-35

SUPPORTING VERSE:

“But how are they to call on one in whom they have not believed?
And how are they to believe in one of whom they have never
heard? And how are they to hear without someone to proclaim
him? And how are they to proclaim him unless they are sent?”

Romans 10:14-15a

SUGGESTED TITLE:

“The Lord Ignites and Sustains His People”

THEME:

God ignites our hearts with passion for the gospel of Jesus Christ when we hear
God's Word and understand God's call to mission.

QUESTION:

Have you ever left an event early, later realizing you missed a crucial moment?

TEXT:

"When Jesus was at the table with the disciples from Emmaus, he took bread,
blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. Then their eyes were opened, and they
recognized him; and he vanished from their sight. They said to each other, ‘Were
not our hearts burning within us while he was talking to us on the road, while he
was opening the scriptures to us?’ That same hour they got up and returned to
Jerusalem; and they found the eleven and their companions gathered together.
They were saying, ‘The Lord has risen indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!’
Then they told what had happened on the road, and how he had been made
known to them in the breaking of the bread" (Luke 24:30-35).

1 New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 the Division of Christian Education of the National
Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

POINTS

God is with us even when
we don’t see him.

Earlier in Luke 24, Jesus joins the
disciples as they walk to Emmaus in
verses 15-16: While they were talking
and discussing, Jesus himself came
near and went with them, but their
eyes were kept from recognizing him.
Even though Jesus was by their side
the whole journey home, they did not
recognize him.

We encounter Jesus in
fellowship by the enlightening
work of the Holy Spirit.

When the disciples reached their home,
they urged Jesus to stay with them.

At the dinner table, Jesus revealed his
presence to them in verses 30-31:
When he was at the table with them,
he took bread, blessed and broke it,
and gave it to them. Then their eyes
were opened, and they recognized
him; and he vanished from their sight.

We understand God’s word by
the inspiration of the Holy Spirit.

Verse 32 stands out for us: The
Emmaus disciples said to each other,
“Were not our hearts burning within
us while Jesus was talking to us

on the road, while he was opening
the scriptures to us?” The disciples
recognized that God ignited their hearts
with passion and enthusiasm when they
were walking with Jesus as he explained
the scriptures to them.

The Holy Spirit moves us to action
and to proclaim the Good News.

The Bible says the disciples immediately
took action in verses 33-34: “That same
hour they got up and returned to
Jerusalem, and they found the eleven
and their companions gathered
together. They were saying, “The
Lord has risen indeed, and he has
appeared to Simon!”



Prayer Calendar

Join Us for 31-Days of Prayer

We invite you to partner with us in prayer for our global servants,

their families, and ministries.

a Sarah McCurdy | REGIONAL

Pray for Sarah as she travels to work with IM’s partners
throughout Iberoamerica and the Caribbean.

Ray Schellinger | GLOBAL

Pray for the thousands of migrants, refugees,
and displaced people on their journey.

Mercy Gonzalez-Barnes | REGIONAL
Pray for God to use and guide me in in my doctoral

studies on mission and leadership.

Jae Stockton | MEXICO

Pray for the hearts of those who don't know Christ
as Jae shares the gospel out into the community.
Moise Carrion-Joseph | MEXICO

Pray that Moise’s project of building a shelter and

a community center becomes a reality.

Deliris Carrion-Joseph | MEXICO

Pray for the women and children at Deborah’s House
that they would know and accept God's love.
Sarah Matos | MEXICO

Pray for the Matos family as they learn the culture

and language.

Luis Matos | MEXICO

Pray for wisdom and guidance as Luis and Sarah build
mutual trust and relationships with ministry partners.

Christy Lafferty | NICARAGUA

Pray for Nicaraguan families who must overcome incredible
barriers to receive even the most basic health care.

000 6060 00

10

&6 6 6 6006

Ricardo Mayol-Bracero | REGIONAL

Pray for communities to recover ancestral lands and
territories from extractive companies.

Ketly Pierre | DOMINICAN REPUBLIC

Pray for God's Spirit in Ketly's life to touch and heal
those they meet spiritually, emotionally, and physically.

Vital Pierre | DOMINICAN REPUBLIC

Pray for people who are being discipled so that they
can be a blessing to others by starting new ministries
in their midst.

Barb Bolick | REGIONAL

Pray for the mentors and coordinators of the Talita
Cumi Girls’ Clubs to keep discovering effective ways
to address local needs.

Dwight Bolick | REGIONAL

Pray for Dwight and Barb's sons, Jack and Will, as
they transition into adulthood, college, and career.

Carlos Bonilla | REGIONAL

Pray for new partners and adequate resources for
Carlos' ministry during this term of service 2023-2028.

Mayra Giovanetti | REGIONAL

Pray for Mayra's family’s ever-changing dynamics and
needs during this season of ministry.

J.D. Reed | REGIONAL

Pray for the ministry of the online Masters Theological
Studies Latino/a Ministries at Palmer Theological
Seminary and the Fundacion Proyecto de Esperanza
in Bolivia.
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Patti Long | MEXICO

Pray for the Didaqué School and the teachers who
have been educated and trained in special education.

Tim Long | MEXICO

Pray for the Mexicali Baptist Seminary community—its
leadership, students, and graduates—as they look to
the future of pastoral and biblical training.

David Parajon | NICARAGUA

Pray that hearts and minds would be opened to God's
love and discern new ways to be the hands and feet of
Jesus in the service of others.

Waleska Febres | COLOMBIA

Pray for short-term mission teams to come and serve
the churches and the institute.

Brian Smith | DOMINICAN REPUBLIC

Pray for the movement toward sustainable ministries.

Lynette Smith | DOMINICAN REPUBLIC

Pray for the holistic (spirit, body, mind) wellness needs
of communities to be met in empowering ways.

Corenne Smith | BRAZIL

Pray for the physical and emotional safety of the
children that they will feel safe to receive and give
back love.

D
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Phil Smith | BRAZIL

Pray for the house parents for the former street kids
who are getting used to baths, brushing their teeth,
and following rules.

Sue Hegarty | COSTA RICA

Pray that the immigrant children and mothers will
persevere in their studies to gain more opportunities.

Debbie Myers | MEXICO

Pray that the churches in Central Mexico identify, train,
and equip missionaries to be sent to other indigenous
communities.

Keith Myers | MEXICO

Pray for the pastors in Central Mexico to grow in
their faith so that they can effectively minister to their
congregations.

Ruth Vindas | COSTA RICA

Pray for Ruth and her family’s personal well-being.

Eliberto Juarez | EL SALVADOR

Pray for peace for the people of El Salvador and an
end to the political and social violence.

Molly Juarez | EL SALVADOR

Pray for the Juarez family, for wisdom and protection,
as they continue to seek God'’s path for their ministry.



g T gl
', A woman holds her child in the library
at Deborah's House in Tijuana, Mexico.

)03 W th Ave, Ste A,
King of Prussia, PA 19406-1210

www.internationalministries.org
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