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The following brief list of books has a very limited aim.  (1) These are books that will help you to further develop a Biblical understanding of God's mission (and our part in it).  (2) They will help you to get a sense of how global mission today differs from the 19th century model that many people still carry in their heads (of a basically one-way flow of people from nations presumed to be "Christian" to nations presumed to be "non-Christian").  As Samuel Escobar puts it, mission today is multi-directional, "from everywhere to everyone."  (3) I have also included a small group of books that touch much more personally on the inner dynamics that may be at work in our motivation and practice of mission.  But, this list of books is not focused on the processes of spiritual formation, discovery and discernment that all of us go through as we seek to follow Jesus faithfully.  Nor is this list focused on the development of the specific skills and knowledge that missionaries use in the amazingly diverse ministries by which God uses them to advance the Kingdom.

Even with such significant limitations on the purpose of this reading list, what follows is a tiny fraction of what is out there.  As the Teacher pointed out thousands of years ago (in his own book!), “Of making many books there is no end…” (Ecclesiastes 12:12).  So, this is just a taste.  But as you read along, you will become better and better positioned to think about yourself and about the great cause to which you have been called.  And, if you find your appetite whetted by these, your mission coworkers on the staff of International Ministries would be delighted to suggest many more!
Thinking Biblically about mission:
Christopher J. H. Wright, The Mission of God's People:  A Biblical Theology of the Church's Mission (Grand Rapids:  Zondervan, 2010)
A wonderfully-done companion volume to Wright's earlier The Mission of God, it shares the same basic perspective in a way that most readers will find simpler and more engaging.  Wright works with the whole counsel of Scripture to answer the questions, "Who are we?" and "What are we here for?"  Note:  this book also has a wonderful advantage:  it is available in paper and as an e-book and as an audiobook (wonderfully well read by its author!).
Christopher J. H. Wright, The Mission of God:  Unlocking the Bible’s Grand Narrative (Downer’s Grove:  IVP-Academic, 2006)

Chris Wright, Old Testament scholar and head of John Stott’s Langham Partnership, has produced a much-needed correction to typical “Bible and mission” discussions.  Traditionally, such discussions build a “theology of mission” or “Biblical case for mission” from Matthew 28, Acts 1, John 20 and a few scraps drawn from here and there.  Wright does a masterful job of showing that the entire Bible springs from and speaks to the mission that God is accomplishing in the world.
If you want to expand your reading in the Biblical/theological foundations for mission, helpful works include those by Richard Bauckham, Arthur Glasser and Andrew Kirk.
Global mission in today's world:
Miriam Adeney, Kingdom Without Borders:  The Untold Story of Global Christianity (Downers Grove:  InterVarsity Press, 2009)
Wonderfully personal and engaging, while also thoughtful and thought-provoking, Miriam Adeney invites us into her global network of relationships and tells us stories that invite us to learn from what God is doing around the world, at a time when mission is truly from everywhere to everyone.  Adeney invites us to receive these stories as a continuation of Hebrews 11--and like the Biblical chapter, they are stories with a point.
Samuel Escobar, The New Global Mission:  The Gospel from Everywhere to Everyone (Downers Grove:  InterVarsity Press, 2003).  The most recent missiology work in English by the dean of Latin American missiologists (and retired IM missionary!), this book focuses on the changed situation in global mission in the 21st century.  Samuel is a delightful writer and represents the large and rapidly-growing chorus of voices from countries previously regarded only as the “objects” or “targets” of mission.
Philip Jenkins, The Next Christendom (Oxford:  Oxford UP, 2002).


Jenkins is not a missiologist, but has provided a useful and readable account of what missiologists like Walbert Buhlman and Andrew Walls have been talking about for many years, the demographic shift of Christianity from the North and West to the South and East.  Jenkins’ book is not as original as Walls’ seminal work.  However, Jenkins does a good job of documenting the changes in Christianity—emphasizing that by becoming a non-Western religion in the late 20th and 21st centuries, Christianity is returning to its roots (roots that endured for many centuries, despite Western Christians’ typical ignorance of that fact).  Jenkins also joins Walls in reflecting on the consequences of recognizing that it is the faith and practice of the majority—poor Christians living in the global South and East—that will become “mainstream” or “normative” Christianity, rather than the more liberal or culturally-accommodated Christianity of, e.g., the U.S.
Soong-Chan Rah, The Next Evangelicalism (Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press, 2009).

Rah's book takes the message that Jenkins learned from missiologists like Buhlman & Walls, and "brings it home" for U.S. Evangelicals.  Rah's point is that even though the shift in global Christianity is paralleled by a similar shift in U.S. Christianity (already very multicolored and multiethnic), U.S. Evangelicalism remains too trapped within a white, eurocentric perspective.  [Actually, Rah admits it is western, white and male, but sadly, he fails to address the latter.]  The value of this book for cross-cultural missionaries leaving the U.S. is at least two-fold:  (1) it is a call to recognize the reality of the church in the U.S.; and (2) it helps missionaries increase their awareness of cultural blinders and baggage they might be carrying unconsciously.

Dana Robert, Christian Mission:  How Christianity Became a World Religion  (West Sussex:  Wiley-Blackwell, 2009).

Robert provides another angle of vision on the story told by Philip Jenkins, et al., about how the Jesus movement was transformed into Western Christendom and transformed yet further into a world religion.  Especially helpful are the thematic chapters in the second part of the book, on mission and colonialism, the role of women in mission, and the role of the missionary in conversion and creating community identities.
On a more personal note...
Timothy Dearborn, Beyond Duty: A Passion for Christ, a Heart for Mission (Monrovia: MARC, 1997).


This very brief book has a very important message, both for mission practitioners and for those who support them.  Dearborn issues a clear and crucial call to turn from our focus on the tasks of mission to embrace the Lord of mission.  It is hard to imagine any North American engaged in mission who does not have at least some need to hear Dearborn’s call.

Barbara Kingsolver, The Poisonwood Bible (New York: HarperCollins, 1998).


This book is useful not because it offers guidance or solutions for us to follow, but rather because it raises questions we need to face as we live out our passion for mission.  Also, this is a novel, not an exposition.  That makes for a nice break in the reading journey… and it has some wonderful humor, to boot!  But beware, the novel raises probing questions!  The central characters belong to a missionary family.  While it is easy to dismiss Nathan Price as a stereotype, anyone contemplating or involved in cross-cultural mission would do well to resist that temptation and ask to what extent the forces at work in Nathan are at work in her/him.  
Farley Mowat, Never Cry Wolf, (New York, NY: Little, Brown & Co./Back Bay Books, 1963/2001).

While are looking at novels, Mowat's classic piece of fiction is a delightfully light and funny exploration of something like cross-cultural adaptation and learning (like, but different: the main character goes to the far north of Canada, to learn from and adapt to wolves!).
Patty Lane, A Beginner's Guide to Crossing Cultures (Downers Grove:  InterVarsity, 2002).

If you have not yet thought very much about cross-cultural dynamics, this book may help you gain awareness of your internal dynamics.  It is not about international adaptation, but focuses specifically on cross-cultural/multicultural dynamics within the U.S.  Lane is holistic and practical--giving you things you can work with and work on right now, while still living and working within the U.S.
And, though they don't quite fit the categories above, you might also find helpful...
Jason Mandryk, Operation World (Downers Grove:  InterVarsity, 2010).


The 7th edition of this immensely popular work offers a combination prayer guide and statistical compendium on the state of global evangelization.

Robert Torbet, Venture of Faith (Judson 1955). 

This classic history of American Baptist overseas mission from 1814-1954 has been out of print for a long time, but is available from Amazon and other used book sellers.  If you want to understand how IM came to be where and what it is today, read this book!
Ralph Winter and Steven Hawthorne, eds., Perspectives on the World Christian Movement, 4th Edition (Pasadena: William Carey Library, 2008).


This cover-the-waterfront book of readings is the foundation for the Perspectives on the World Christian Movement course (developed at the U. S. Center for World Mission) that has become the most widely-used missiology training tool in the U. S. 

Ruth Mooney and Stan Slade, Go Global Jesus' Way:  Mission Principles for Good News People (Valley Forge: IM, 2005).

This adult education curriculum uses Bible studies and IM case studies to introduce the mission principles articulated in IM's 1999 strategic plan, Go Global.
